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Derbyshire commissioning guidance for the treatment of  

Severe alopecia areata (AA) in people 12 years & over (TA958) – July 2024  

Has the patient tried the following treatments, or are these contraindicated, 
not tolerated or are unsuitable? 

• Topical corticosteroids  

• Oral corticosteroids 

• Topical immunotherapy  
 

No - maintain 

treatment and/or 

consider alternative 

treatment from list 

DERBYSHIRE JOINT AREA PRESCRIBING COMMITTEE (JAPC) 

Stop treatment. 

For adults and adolescents 12 years of age and older: 

 
• Ritlecitinib oral (NICE TA958)  

Measure response to treatment at 9 months 

Absolute SALT score of ≤20 is achieved? 

 

Review after a further 3 

months of treatment 

Review treatment after 2 years. 

No response to 
treatment 

Partial response to treatment: 

• If terminal regrowth has been noted on 
examination, but an absolute SALT score 

of ≤20 is not achieved. 

Does the patient have severe alopecia areata defined as having at least 50% 
loss of scalp hair (e.g. Severity Alopecia Tool [SALT] score of ≥50? 

Adequate response to treatment: 

• SALT score of ≤20 achieved. 
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Appendix 1: Dosing schedule 

 

Biologic   NICE 
TA 

Loading 
dose  

Maintenance dose  Response 
measured 

comments 

Ritlecitinib 
(oral)  

JAK Inhibitor  
(reducing the 
activity of 
enzymes 
called JAK3 
and TEC 
kinases) 

TA958 - 50mg once daily  SALT 
score 

reduced to 
≤20 at 9 
months 
plus 3 

months as 
per above 

Monitor platelets and 
lymphocytes before 
treatment initiation, 4 week 
after initiation and thereafter 
according to routine patient 
management. See SmPC for 
further details of thresholds 
to stop treatment. 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/15257/smpc#gref

